
The following are minutes of the Bettendorf Board of Adjustment and are a synopsis of
the discussion that took place at this meeting and as such may not include the entirety
of each statement made.  The minutes of each meeting do not become official until
approved at the next board meeting.

MINUTES
BETTENDORF BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

JANUARY 10, 2008
5:00 P.M.

Chairman Stelk called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.

Item 1.  Roll Call

PRESENT: Eikenberry, McElhiney, Stelk
ABSENT: Howe, Koos
STAFF: Connors, Fuhrman, Soenksen

Item 2. Review of Board Procedures.

Item 3. The Board to review and approve the minutes of the meeting of December 20,
2007.

On motion by McElhiney, seconded by Eikenberry, that the minutes of the
meeting of December 20, 2007 be approved as submitted.

ALL AYES

Motion carried.

Item 4.  The Board to review and approve the 2007 Board of Adjustment Annual Report.

On motion by Eikenberry, seconded by McElhiney, that the 2007 Board of
Adjustment Annual Report be approved as submitted.

ALL AYES

Motion carried.

Item 5.  Election of officers.

On motion by Eikenberry, seconded by McElhiney, that Stelk and
McElhiney remain in their offices of Chairman and Chairman Pro Tem,
respectively.

ALL AYES

Motion carried.
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Item 4.  The Board to hold a public hearing on the following items:

a. Case 08-001; 2304 Spruce Hills Drive (C-2) - A request for a special use permit to
allow a bakery wholesale/retail mixed use, submitted by Mel Foster Mortgage Co.

Stelk asked if there was an affidavit of publication.  Soenksen stated that notice of public
hearing had been received.  Notice and affidavit of publication are Annex #2 to these
minutes.

Soenksen reviewed the staff report.  Staff report is Annex #3 to these minutes.

Stelk asked if there was anyone present wishing to speak in favor of the request.

Mel Foster III, representing the applicant, expressed support for the request and
indicated that the business owner involved is a tenant in good standing.

There being no one present wishing to speak in favor of or in opposition to the request,
Stelk closed the public hearing.

On motion by Eikenberry, seconded by McElhiney, that the request for a
special use permit to allow a bakery wholesale/retail mixed use be
approved in accordance with the Decision and Order.

Motion carried.

Decision and Order is Annex #4 to these minutes.

b. Case 08-002; 2124 State Street (C-3) - A request for a special use permit to allow a
temporary seasonal outdoor sales area, submitted by Scrub Pub of Bettendorf.

Stelk asked if there was an affidavit of publication.  Soenksen stated that notice of public
hearing had been received.  Notice and affidavit of publication are Annex #2 to these
minutes.

Stelk opened the public hearing.

Soenksen reviewed the staff report.  Staff report is Annex #5 to these minutes.

Stelk asked if there was anyone present wishing to speak in favor of the request.

June Miller, the applicant, explained that the Scott County Health Department requires
that there be some sort of covering over the proposed outdoor sales area.  She
indicated that initially she had planned to install a metal enclosure, but that staff had
indicated that it would not be allowed by ordinance.  Miller explained that she has
waited to make a final choice with regard to the type of canopy in order to allow the
Board the opportunity to offer their input.
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Stelk asked if the canopy would have to be custom made to the fit the specific area
involved.  Miller confirmed this, adding that she may place a picnic table under the
covering but anticipates that most customers will pick up their food and move out of the
area.

Stelk asked for clarification regarding the time period during which food would be
served.  Miller stated that she plans to serve between 10:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. and
would likely have a grill and possibly a deep fat fryer.

Eikenberry commented that it seems as though it would be similar to the food service
operation at Weber’s in Cumberland Square.

Soenksen commented that the structure that had originally been proposed by the
applicant would be considered a permanent one which would be subject to the
requirements of the Downtown Riverfront Overlay Corridor District (DRCOD).

McElhiney asked if the structure would be designed such that it could be put up and
down easily or if it would be relatively permanent.  Eikenberry suggested that the
applicant consider an awning that could be attached to the building.  Miller explained
that she had considered a retractable awning, but that the placement of the electrical
service and landscaping make it infeasible.  She added that she feels that a metal carport
would be more aesthetically-pleasing.  McElhiney stated that she does not feel that a
metal carport would be complementary to the city’s vision for the downtown, nor does
she believe it would be appropriate for the applicant to install a transitory tent-like
structure that might not last through severe weather.

Eikenberry suggested that staff work with the applicant to determine what type of
structure would be appropriate for the proposed use.

There being no one else present wishing to speak in favor of or in opposition to the
request, Stelk closed the public hearing.

On motion by Eikenberry, seconded by McElhiney, that a special use
permit to allow a temporary seasonal outdoor sales area be approved in
accordance with the Decision and Order.

ALL AYES

Motion carried.  Decision and Order is Annex #6 to these minutes.

Connors stated that at the December 20, 2007 meeting an appeal of his decision to
prohibit an expansion of a non-conforming use was approved subject to the restrictions
detailed in the DRCOD ordinance.  He reviewed the DRCOD performance standards
with regard to used car lots, adding that staff wanted to ensure that the requirements
are indeed what the Board had in mind when making their decision.
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Eikenberry expressed concern about shrubbery being placed adjacent to State Street
and asked whether staff believes that it is feasible.  Connors confirmed this, explaining
that all plantings would be installed on the applicant’s property.

Stelk stated that he does not necessarily believe that the requirements of the DRCOD
ordinance are practical in this instance.  Connors stated that it would be very
burdensome for the applicant to adhere to all of the standards in the ordinance.
Eikenberry concurred.

Connors explained that if the Board wishes to modify the requirements imposed on the
applicant at the last meeting, a member make a motion to reconsider the case at the
next meeting.

Stelk asked if the applicant has contacted staff with regard to the requirements listed in
the DRCOD ordinance.  Soenksen explained that he has not received any
communication from the applicant, adding that he mailed a copy of the requirements to
him the day after the public hearing.

McElhiney asked if the standards reviewed by staff are part of the DRCOD ordinance or
if they had been created after the previous Board meeting.  Connors stated that the
performance standards for the downtown corridor have been in place since 2005.

On motion by McElhiney, seconded by Stelk, that the Board reconsider
Case 07-116 at its next regularly-scheduled meeting.

ALL AYES

Motion carried.

There being no further business, it was unanimously approved to adjourn the meeting
at approximately 5:25 p.m.

These minutes and annexes approved                                                             

                                                            
John Soenksen, City Planner


